
The History of the Talon is somewhat unique to R/C Slope. The challenge was to 
reverse engineer a composite racer already on the scene in limited numbers, and turn 
it into a low cost balsa kit. This, while maintaining as much of the original performance 
as possible. If you were part of the Northern California Slope scene in the early 
eighties, you will remember the LR-50. It is by many accounts, the plane that 
answered most definitively, the question of whether V-Tails were a viable choice for 
the genre. The LR-50 was born of collaboration between two avid slope flyers. Both 
master builders and designers, they each carried unique visions of how to eek out 
performance in their craft. The compromise was a 50 inch span, 300 sq/in. glass and 
foam V-tail, with an all up flying weight of 26 ounces. It was distinctive in its sloped 
fuselage and reverse taper flaperons. The variable camber wing section, as well as 
the V-tail section, were part of a two year testing cycle that culminated in a very fast, 
and surprisingly stable sailplane. From the mechanical engineering side, the LR-50 
was a bit of a feat. Stuffing all those controls into a sailplane that size, and keeping 
absolutely everything internal?.....Well, you can see the problem….1983 radio gear….

All was overcome, and a few dozen LR-50's ran the slopes and met the ultimate 
expectation. They stacked in the trunk fully assembled. Sometime in late '84, a 
challenge was presented. Build the same ship in balsa. Use whatever techniques 
possible to achieve the shape, feel, and performance of the original. Now, do it so the 
average builder can deal with it, and chop eighty percent off the price of the Glass and 
foam version. O.K.?

I took this challenge to Los Angeles when I moved from Northern California, and over 
the course a year developed a prototype. The result was what you would expect. 
Better light air performance due to a 50% drop in weight, and horribly crippled at the 
top end. Still, it handled well, put up a good show, and had the feel. I was pleased. 

Kevin J. McDonald
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